FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JANUARY 7, 2019
RIVER ROAD FINANCIAL CORPORATION AND MISSISSIPPI RIVER BANK ANNOUNCE
STRATEGIC ACQUISITION AND EXPANSION IN NEW ORLEANS
New Orleans, Louisiana, January 7, 2019 – River Road Financial Corporation (“River Road”), a
Louisiana corporation that was formed by a group of New Orleans-based investors for the purpose of
facilitating the acquisition of a commercial bank, today announced the signing of a definitive agreement
to acquire Mississippi River Bank, a Louisiana state bank headquartered in Belle Chasse, Louisiana.
Upon completion of the proposed transaction, Mississippi River Bank will continue to operate from its
existing banking offices in Belle Chasse and Port Sulphur, Louisiana, but will also seek to expand its
market presence in the greater New Orleans metropolitan area, commencing with the establishment of a
new branch office on Veterans Memorial Blvd near Causeway Blvd in Metairie, Louisiana.
In conjunction with the proposed transaction, River Road will seek to raise a minimum of $50.0 million
through the sale of newly issued shares of its common stock to certain accredited and institutional
investors, both at the local and national level. The proceeds of the offering will be used to fund the cash
merger consideration to be paid to the shareholders of Mississippi River Bank and to provide additional
working capital to Mississippi River Bank to support its anticipated growth and expansion in the Greater
New Orleans MSA.
The management team of Mississippi River Bank will be led by a 42-year banking veteran, Alton McRee,
who will serve as the Chief Executive Officer of the bank holding company and the bank. Mike Bush, a
48-year banking veteran (including the last 35 years as President and Chief Executive Officer of
Mississippi River Bank), will continue to serve as President following completion of the proposed
transaction. Together, the bank’s proposed Chief Executive Officer and President have 90 years of
combined commercial lending and banking experience, including 63 years at the Chief Executive Officer
level. Lisa Works, who currently serves as Chief Financial Officer of the bank, will continue to serve in
that capacity. The existing branch locations of Mississippi River Bank will remain fully-operational and
all existing employees of the bank will be retained to ensure continuity of service and relationships with
existing customers.
Upon completion of the proposed transaction, the board of directors of Mississippi River Bank will be
reconstituted to include a number of experienced business leaders in the Greater New Orleans market.
The board will be led by Paul Aucoin, the Executive Director of the Port of South Louisiana, who will
serve as Chairman. Other leadership positions of the board include local business leader, Paul Klein, Jr.,
who will serve as Vice Chairman; lifelong commercial banking and investment banking professional,
Robert Goldstein, who will serve as Lead Director; and Alton McRee, who will serve as Chief Executive
Officer. Mr. Bush and Ms. Works will also continue to serve as directors of the bank upon completion of
the proposed transaction.
“We consider this a partnership rather than an acquisition,” stated Chairman Paul Aucoin. “Mike Bush
and Lisa Works have a long-standing history of operating Mississippi River Bank as one of the most
profitable and top performing banks in Louisiana, and have done so in a safe, sound and compliant
manner. We are excited about the opportunity to partner with them as we seek to expand the bank’s
success in the New Orleans MSA.”
“Mississippi River Bank’s existing locations in the New Orleans MSA make this a particularly appealing
opportunity,” stated Chief Executive Officer Alton McRee. “With the enhanced capital from River Road,
we will employ state-of-the-art technology, an expanded service area and an enhanced management and
banking team to position the bank for growth.”
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“This is an exciting partnering opportunity for our customers, shareholders and employees,” stated
Mississippi River Bank President Mike Bush. “Mississippi River Bank has a very solid foundation and
record of performance for nearly 40 years. With the additional capital and growth opportunities, the
bank’s customers, shareholders and employees will continue to be beneficiaries of the bank’s commitment
to expanded banking products and services to the communities of Southeast Louisiana.”
“As we progress with this transaction, we will be engaged with local investors as well as national
institutional investors,” stated Lead Director Robert Goldstein. “Both these groups have strong synergies
and we fully expect our local investors to become a valuable resource that will enable us to grow with the
communities we serve. Our national investors are expected to provide us with the finest banking
resources that will enhance our ability to continue operating the bank with the same success as it has had
in the past.”
The definitive agreement has been approved by the boards of directors of both River Road and
Mississippi River Bank. River Road’s stock offering will begin in January 2019 and related transaction to
acquire Mississippi River Bank is expected to close during the second quarter of 2019. The transactions
are subject to customary closing conditions, including receipt of the necessary regulatory approvals.
Brean Capital, LLC, based in New York, New York, will serve as the sole placement agent for the
offering. Fenimore, Kay, Harrison & Ford, LLP is serving as legal advisor to River Road Financial
Corporation and American Planning Corporation is serving as its financial advisor. Kantrow, Spaht,
Weaver & Blitzer, LLP is serving as legal advisor to Mississippi River Bank.
About Mississippi River Bank
Mississippi River Bank is a Louisiana state charter non-member bank since 1980, headquartered in Belle
Chasse, Louisiana. As of September 30, 2018, the bank had total assets of $118 million, net loans of $64
million, total deposits of $104 million and shareholders’ equity of $14.0 million. The bank is consistently
among the top performing Louisiana community banks. As of September 30, 2018, the bank’s pre-tax
Return on Assets was 2.6%, Return on Equity was 21.9% and Efficiency Ratio was 52%.
For additional information, please contact Alton McRee, Chief Executive Officer of River Road Financial
Corporation, at alton@iriverbank.com or 601-832-8738 (mobile).
Forward-Looking Statements
This press release may include forward-looking statements as defined by the Private Securities Litigation
Reform Act of 1995, including statements of goals, intentions, and expectations as to future trends, plans,
events or results of operations and policies and regarding general economic conditions. These statements
are based upon current and anticipated economic and other conditions which by their nature are not
susceptible to accurate forecast, and are subject to significant uncertainty. Because of these uncertainties
and the assumptions on which this information and the forward-looking statements are based, actual
future operations and results may differ materially from those indicated herein. Readers are cautioned
against placing undue reliance on any such forward-looking statements. Mississippi River Bank’s past
results are not indicative of future performance.
This press release is for informational purposes only and does not constitute an offer to sell, a solicitation
of an offer to buy, any securities. There will be no sale of securities in any state or jurisdiction in which
such offer, solicitation or sale would be unlawful prior to registration or qualification under the securities
laws of any such state or jurisdiction. Any offering of River Road Financial Corporation common stock is
being made only by means of a written offering memorandum.

